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Message from the Principal

Welcome to the Student Council Summer Newsletter 2025

As we close out another academic year, | would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all men
bers of our school commuriitpur De La Salle Brothers, the Board of Management, our dedicated
teachers, supportive parents, and, of course, our diufteriteeir continued support throughout my

first year as Principal of De La Salle College.

Your kind words and encouragement, especially during the more challenging moments, have meant a
great deal to me, and | am truly grateful.

A special thank you to Ms. Middleton and the members of the Student Council for their hard work and
dedication in producing this summer edition of the newsletter. It is heartening to see the wide range of
studerdled activities that have taken place this term. They are a true reflection of the spirit and ethos o
St. John Baptist De La Salle.

| would also |Iike to extend my gratitude to t
real impact this year. Thanks to your efforts, the support from the Brothers and the support of our teac
ers involved, we now have a welcoming recreational locker room for our incoming first years, and our
foyer has lovely murals. Our polytunnel should be ready for Sepemimamingful enhancements

that greatly enrich the daily experience of our students.

As we look ahead to the summer break, | wish all members of our college community a restful and en,
able holiday. Best of luck to all students in theiofetedm exams, and a special word of encouragement
to our Junior Certificate, Leaving Certificate and Leaving Cert Applied students sitting their state exarr
You have put in the watknow do your best, and be proud of your efforts.

Enjoy the summer, and | look forward to welcomi
everyone back at the end of August 2025.

Warm regards and best wishes,

Tom Bourke

Principal
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Chairpegs dundrelsmesdéS@ | | i van

As we approach the close of another eventful year at De La Salle College, |

take a moment to reflect on what w i evec
staff, and wider school community for their support, energy, and trust.

This year has been particularly special for me, not only because of the opport

wedbve had to | ead meaningful changs/¢ | so L

as the youngest ever Chairperson of the De La Salle College Waterford Studé
cil. It has been both a privilege and a challenge, and one that | embraced whg
ly, knowing that age does not limit vision, voice, or the power to make a differ

Wearing the gold shield badge of the Student Cc
That small emblem stands for something much greater: the values we commit to every time we step up tc
serve our school community. Progress. Passion.
everything we do. We move forward with purpose, we lead with heart, and we represent our college with
pride in every conversation, campaign, and cause we take on.

Throughout the year, our council has worked closely with various groups in the school, launched initiative
that gave students a space to feel seen and heard, and advocated for events that bring people together, |
just as classmates, but as a community, a Lasallian community.

There were times when we had to make tough calls, adapt plans, and accept that not everything would g«
perfectly. But, in the words of Honorary Doctor Swift:

OWe are | ed by our gut instincts, our intuitior
screw it up sometimes. So wil/l I € We wil |l reco\
cause of it.o

That quote stayed with me all year, a reminder that mistakes aren't the end. They are often just the start
something better. Wedve grown more resilient as
each member of the council for their dedication and heart.

| also want to give a special thank you to Ms. Middleton, our Student Ce@ndih&@wmr. From the very
beginning, she met every one of our ideas, no matter how ambitious, or downright crazy, with patience,
guidance, and an open mind. Her support has made everything we achieved this year possible.

As we | ook forward to the future, |l hold onto t
change is possible, that courage matters, and that our voices, no matter our age, experience, or backgrol
are worth raising.

Thank you for allowing me to represent you. Thank you for believing in what we can be, together.

s U 5for
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| SSY An Chomdhg§i |l Bhlianti ¥ 2025

On April 22nd and 23rd, Student Council members
James OO6Sullivan (Chai
proudly represented our school at the annual ass
of the Irish Secondev el Students
known asAn Chomhdhail Bhliantinis significant
event in the national student calendar spanned tw
beginning with a virtual session conducted via Zog /
and culminating in an-person gathering at Liberty
Hall, Dublin.

Throughout the assembly, James and Bobby were actively involved in a wide range of discussions ant
decisiormaking processes. They participated in numerous important votes that contributed to shaping
the direction of the ISSU. These votes included the proposal and amendment of Directive Mandates
and Directive Policies, as well as substantial Constitutional Amendments aimed at refining and improv
ing the unionds governance structure.

One of the key outcomes of the event was the election of members to the 2@25£20Z&hdhe

executive body of the ISSU. This team of elected officers is collectively entrusted with guiding the or-
ganization for the upcoming year and individually responsible for managing specific areas within the
uniondés remit. Their | eadership is vital in a
heard on a national level.

The assembly was not only productive but also highly engaging, featuring a range of insightful guest
speakers. Among them were representativeSfraiyclixhe official event sponsor, who provided

valuable academic support resources, and Helen McEntee TD, the newly appointed Minister for Educe
tion and Youth, whose presence underscored the importance of student representation in shaping edu
cational policy.

Both Council members found the experience to be immensely enriching and expressed their sincere
gratitude for the opportunity to take part. The event offered them a unique platform to engage with fel-
low student leaders from across the country, contribute meaningfully to national student advocacy ef-
forts, and bring back new insights to benefit our own school community.

Guess How Many Love Hearts I n The
Back in February, our Student Cou
Day by hosting their very first 0
Jaro competition

Students from all year groups got involved, stopping by the foyer to submi
their guesses. There was no shortage of enthusiasm and some very close
calls!

In the end, two students hit the nail on the head, correctly guessing that
there were 108 Love Hearts in the jar. Congratulations to Naoise Heneber
and Ezzar Kiram, both in third year, for their gpoprediction! Gener-

ously the pair happily agreed to share both the prize and the fun. Well dor
to everyone who took part and keep an eye out for more fun competitions
coming soon!
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Hal-Zi p Hype!

Earlier this year, excitement filled the school as the
longawaited haltips arrived in the college! The Stu-
dent Council wasted no time getting to work, distrib:
uting them to eager students. With plenty of smiles g_.
even a few quick outfit changes, it was clear the ne ™,
gear was a major success. "

|l f you didndét get a t
around, dondt worry ano ' e ;
ing the 20282026 school year. Stay tuned for detailg

Tr"th na gCei
B As part of t hiGaeilge eekebrdiions, suefigstristudantsn n a

& 4 The qualifying rounds were held on the Monday and Tuesday with the student

/@ council hosting a quiz for each base class. The top four students from each class
¥ advanced to the Grand final on Friday, where they represented their classmates
~in a thrilling showdown. Well done to all!

A huge well done to all the daltai who took part! The competition was fierce, the
questions were tricky, and the teamwork on display was truly impressive. It was a fantastic way to wraj
up the week and celebrate our national language.

A massive buiochas to our amazing Student Council and TY Buddies for organizing such a fantastic
event. What a way to celebrate teamwork, knowledge, and a bit of friendly rivalry! Well done to class
1CAD who won overall

L~ Gl as

On Friday march 14th the Student Council hosted a festi'
La glas ( wear green day) in honour of St Patricks day ar .
seachtain na gaeilge It was wonderful to see the school #

community decked out in every shade of green from hat:
and hoodies to face paint and accessories!

A huge congratulations to all our students who embrace
the occasion and showed their support for the Irish lan-
guage and culture

A special shoutout to those who won prizes for their crea-
tive and spirited outfits your enthusiasm really stood out
and added to the fun of the day!
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Student Council Easter Egg Hunt

Back in April, the Student Council brought festive fun to the school grounds
with a highly anticipated Easter Egg Hunt. On Thursday, 10th April, students
eagerly roamed the college, searching for hidden Easter eggs tucked away in
clever spots.

The excitement was palpable as participants hunted solo or in small gr:

hoping to be among the lucky ones to discover a prize egg. The event
cracking success, bringing smiles, laughter, and a bit of friendly compe
the college community.

A huge thanlyou goes out to everyone who participated and congratulations
to those who found the eggs and claimed their prizes!

Guess How Many Mini Edgs I n The

The Student Council brought back the fun on Friday the 11th of April their second
jar competitom Guess how many mini eggs are i

¥ sudents and staff gathered in the foyer to take part, using everything from wild
f guesses to clever maths formulas to try and crack the code. The excitement and
= friendly competition made for a fantastic atmosphere throughout the day.

A huge congratulations to our wonderful receptionist Karen, who guessed the exac
number 538. Well done, Karen!

Thanks to everyone who took part and keep your eyes peeled for the next fun challenge from the Stude
Council!

Shout Out Visits Our School f or ' mel ne g v

As part of Inclusivity Week, our school was delighted to welcome ShoutOut,
tional organisation that promotes LGBTQ+ inclusion and equality through ed, il
They delivered a powerful and engaging presentation to our Transition Year | U
Year students, focusing on the importance of allyship, understanding, and re \

all identities.

The visit was made possible thanks to the hard work of our Belong To commuuce,

who organised the event as part of their ongoing efforts to make our school a safe and welcoming space
everyone. Students found the session informative and inspiring, with many walking away with a better ur
standing of how they can help create a more inclusive environment.

Wedre proud to celebrate I nclusivity Week with
tinuing this iIimportant work throughout the yea
ingful conversations, and we look forward to continuing this important work throughout the year.



Page 6 De La Salle Coll ege Summer 2

First Year Basketball Team Crowned South
s ;I

"The First Year Basketball Team at De La Salle College had
forgettable season, finishing as South East Champions! It we
filled with hard work, determination, and the formation of gre.
new friendships.

The team was made up of students with a wide range of exp
from those who had never picked up a basketball before to ¢
whodve been playing for yea :
they came together, supported one another, and grew into a- —— %
force on the court.

Throughout the season, they represented the school with pride, showing exemplary behaviour both at ho
and away matches. Their success is a testament to their teamwork, dedication, and passion for the game

A huge thank you to assistanaches Ms. Phelan and Br. Tommy for all the help you've put in with this
team. A huge thanks from myself, Ms. Molloy to all the players and students who helped me coach throuc
out the year.

-~ m—~—~ Al A + L A~ hc

We | | done to ever |l ayer , ouZ- 5 ck
. P y y Poetry Compet.

HUGE congratul ations to Daniel Byrne
Poetry Competition! Their words captivated, inspired and earned them a place on o
Poetry Wall of Fame i n-FdarAllgiftvoucberlar y al

Well done to all/l participants! This vy
McCoy brothers (Timothy and Oliver) and Callum Mulcahy also impressing the judg
es.

We can't wait to see what talent shines through next year!

Nati onal Drop Evervthing an

On April 11th the whole school took part in a National Drop Everythingg®
and Read Challenge in collaboration with the JCSP Demonstration Li
Project. Organised by Ms. A. Phelan & Ms. M. Walsh it was another s
cessful initiative to get our students reading and one of the many
DEAR challenges that have taken place this year.

#LetsGetlrelandReading #DEARIr]

Worl d Book Cel ebrationss WNS$ h

To celebrate World Book Day in March we had some special visits from Senior

I nfants & 5th Class in St Declands |
Deignam LibraryThe boys enjoyed lovely mornings of story time and quizzes on

their favourite bookand sportOrganised by Mr Mc Grath and Ms. A. Phelan

with the fantastic help of Larry Doyle, Adam Finnerty & Ciaron Hayes there were
a lot of happy little boys leaving the college.
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JCSP Updat e!

This year in JCSP we ran six initiatives:

Umemhmw@mf

1. Being Active. 50 students we
of bowling, | aser tag and indoor soccer.
2 Being Creative A couple of our stude
much more welcoming and inclusive space
3 Field Trip. 50 studenfTesewdnyg 20t buiylhty,
given a tour of he park, with games and
4. Home Economics Workshop Second year
Wor kshop with Wooly Crafts Epaicehc eosf. t he
Reading Corner. 78 books were picked
were especially chosen to promote inclus
6 . SWoarkcs@m pTuesday 6t h May thetNatC@hhég@i;
first years took part in this amazing exp
ni mal s.
Finally on Monday 12th May our 26 third
the Awards Ceremony in the College Chape

A Remarkabl e dDleebuSer@e Mibbg Darragh O' Dem

We are delighted to share that spehir student Darragh O'Dempsey has recently published his debut book
an anthology of poetry titlddh e S e r. Reteaseddon the-bth ®fdMay, the collection offers a deeply per-
sonal glimpse into Darraghodés complex | ife over

sion, he captures the fleeting, whispered moments that have shaped his inner world.

The anthology weaves together a range of poetic styles and forms, each piece contributing to a broader
tive. Themes such as memory, transformation, aneflsefion emerge across the collection, creating a
powerful and cohesive journey for the reader as they embark upon afaaneyility and torture. Dar-
raghds work demonstrates both emotional depth
for a young writer still in secondary school.

In addition to publishing the book, Darragh has also been sharing his experience
with others in the school community. He has visited several English classes to spe
about his writing process tlhedted over the span of two years. He reflects on the
challenges and rewards of-gelilishing, and the personal meaning behind many of
his poems. His passidar poetry has inspired younger students, encouraging them
to explore creative writing as a form of expression as well as inspiring them to
delveinto the world of poetry themselves.

THE SERPENT'S HISS

The Seripnowadvdlable fon parchase on Amazon. We are incredibly proud
of Darragh and his achievement, and we look forward to seeing where his writing
takes him next. His work is not only a testament to his talent but also a reminder o
the powerful voices that exist within our student body.
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Guidance Department Update

I been another busy and e e ance
ouMar ch i nt@atrheeerButTuarlek Seri es € —= Bto we
from a range of industries and stit tding
EirGrid, FAI Player Development, SETU B [BQ@:==da=13 FE., a
the opportunity to tour the newly Xt en Explore-Rescarcch-Decide I € N1 i
These events provided our students wit hzsenmsymsogspaia | NS i
Sports Devel opment, Business Phar mac e U, o sonrmmeman 5 C € F
Apprenticeships SANOF|
Remi nder s A ::::.I::mg,mmwn?m:mmm«
GCAO Free Change of Mind opens in May a:umummmm g J Ul
OGPLC applications can be made at f et chc s e
* SETU Business & SETU My Career Path Points Talk
Ms Mur phy and Ms Martin would 1 (‘I”'." 3rd
of lTuck in their State Examinat:i sand ﬁad
-

S.S. E.

This year 6s f oc-Bwluation)rhasBeREFom&tivehAssess- S e
mentand empowering students to take cl
introduced Feedback Targets and Assessment Trackers to our 5th years!

9 DEIASALLE COLLEGE suject

WATERFORD

Targets &

What do the Feedback Trackers do?

N Help you track your grades
N Set your own improvement goals
N Use feedback to get exesady!

These handy trackers let students track their grades and set personal improve-
ment goals based on feedback from class tests and assessments. From revising Boland quotes to practi
Respiratory System diagrams, these trackers are a great way to prep smart for the summer exams! #SS
#StudentVoice #TakeCharge #AssessmentForLearning #StudyTips #5thYearFocus

I. L. 21

Over the |l ast 2 years, two groups of teachers
which is focused on developing teaching & learning in our schools!. One team have been busy looking a
use of Rubrics to help students with formative assesdmentng the different factors / features which

make a good answer! All departments are building up a bank of rubrics that can be used to support stud:
as they work through different tasks.

Our other TL21 team looked at Exam Literacy and introduced ﬁ - N\

BUG technique for reading e:[FX] UNDERLINE GOOVER | mp r
derstanding of different command/question wesasi should nov
see these posters in your classrooms & in your school journal |Bex e command words:
team also met with Parents to showcase our Study Skills padl descrive |
available on the school website! The team also worked with 0 | “®  underiine the key information:
teachers to create useful Language Support Booklets to supp | e
EAL students settling into De La Salle College. ekt maks locts st oo o

evaluate

explain|

comparel |ca|culate |
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Pocket Forest s: Ty Students Take Cli mat e

In January, we welcomed Catherine and the team from Pocket
back to our school for an exciting planting workshop. This time
and TY4 students got their hands dirty planting over 75 native
designated clearing enriched with leaf mulch collected last Oct

During the workshop, students learned about the importance of i
tree species and how to care for them. We were also delighted &' B
teachers from neighbouring schools and members of the local LiZ§
Club, who attended to learn more about the Pocket Forests prog L
with a view to starting similar projects in their own communities.

During the week of the 12th of May we held our final falfpworkshop. Catherine returned to help stu-
dents identify the growing trees and assess the health of our mini forest. We are thrilled to report that the
treesarethriviigand even better, webve spotted pollinat

A huge thank you to Catherine and Pocket Forests for their guidance, sponsorship, and continued suppc

Well done to all students, staff, and community members involved. Your efforts are making a real, positiv
impact on our local environm&nproving that we can all be agents of change for the climate!

Ani mation Team Uy

1. Greeting Cards

We have stayed in touch with Castletown by sending cards for Chris
Patrick's Day and De La Salle Day to the Brothers in Miguel House.
great opportunity to send our best wishes, as well as letting students
our important links to Castletown.

2. Lasallian Competition

The title this year was "Bridges through Gam@&s&mnwork". We had
three submissions; Culturemania website from TY students, an Art t
piece from the Hub, and a presentdtiom our Games Club. Well done
all entries.

3. Kindness Award
We had over 80 submissions with 33 individbaltlistedor their acts of

kindness throughout the year. The overall staff recipient was Karen Hennessy and the student recipient w
Daniel Chirosca.Thanks to Br Tommy for sponsoring the prizes.

4. De La Salle Day

Thanks to all the staff and students who contributed in any way to our Founder's Day. It is a very importat
day on our calendar, and it was enjoyed by all who attended.

5. Lasallian Awards

Well done to all those who completed activities towards their Lasallian Awards.
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Games Club Builds Bridges of Compassion

WELCOME 1O

This year, our Transition Year students launched a lunchtime Ga
Club to promote connection, fun, and friendship across year gro
After securing funding and s ‘
TY students organised and ran a Games League competition ovd il

threeblock period. Each week, teams played scheduled board g4 e
such as Connect 4, Guess Who, Uno, and Chess against a diffe
The goal was simple: to encourage students to make new friend§
connect with peers from other year groups in a relaxed and inclujg
setting.

The Games League was entered into the national Lasallian comj
under the theme O0OBridges of ]
our project was selected as one of just three to represent the scHE&s
the national round, where it received a Highly Commended Award on the day.

The heart of De La Salle has always been our vibrant and caring student body, and this initiative perfectly cap
that spirit. Through games carefully chosen for their interactive and collaborative nature, TY students built bric
across differences, guided younger students, and created an environment of fairness, fun, and mutual respec

Each game played in the club offered more than entertdininggitvered life lessons. Connect 4 taught patience

and anticipation, encouraging players to think at
observation and empathy, helping students understand different perspectives. Uno challenged players to be s
and accountable, while Chess encouraged foresight
The TY students were instrumental to the clubds s

ers. Their efforts ensured a welcoming and inclusive atmosphere, while also helping younger students develo
fidence, communication, and cooperation skills. In guiding others, the TYs themselves grew in leadership and
pathy.

To celebrate their hard work and the success of the Games Club, the TYs enjegachedyeiiza party at the
end of the year, sharing laughs and stories while reflecting on the friendships and leadership skills they had d
oped.

Perhaps the most meaningful impact of the Games Club was the friendships it fostered. Games naturally brok
down social barriers, enabling students who might never have crossed paths to connect through a shared acti
Many students who were initially shy or anxious found themselves growing in confidence week by week, often
pressing a desire tejoin the club in the future.

Looking back, the Games Club proved to be more than just a lunchtimé &dbgdgime a community. Through
simple games, our students built bridges of compassion, created new friendships, and learned the importance
inclusion, respect, and kindness. It reminded us all that even the smallest acts of connection can make a lastit
ference. A huge congratulations and thank you to all the TY students who helped run the club, the staff who s
ported them, the students who took part each week
have all helped build a more compassionate and connected school community.

Looking back, the Games Club proved to be more than just a lunchtimé @dbgitgme a community. Through
simple games, our students built bridges of compassion, created new friendships, and learned the importance
inclusion, respect, and kindness. It reminded us all that even the smallest acts of connection can make a lastit
ference.

A huge congratulations and thank you to all the TY students who helped run the club, the staff who supported
them, the students who took part each week, and t
helped build a more compassionate and connected school community.
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| |
Transition Year science students have completed some amazing experin&kw“{ ‘
molecular biology this year. Using equipment on loan from UCD, these y "4
scientists in Mr Cronin and Ms M
skills and used gel electrophoresis kits to run DNA profiles.

TY Mol ecular Biology

il s
g b
Students in TY1 and TY6 used a PCR machine to detect the gene that causes some people to taste a bit
compound (PTC), which is commonly found in vegetables like broccoli and cabbages. They are the amor
the first students in the country to use a PCR machine in secondary school! Our thanks as always to
@abe_in_ireland for their generosity in loaning these kits to our students.

WUKF 1 rel and Nati onal Char

Huge congratulations to Sam Brennan in 1JOM who won a national title on
May 11th, Sam took hom@ e gol d and two silver pl ac

National Championships in Dublin.
Sam unfotnulatly |l ost two finals by one
sudden deat h.
All of De La Salle is Super proud. He wa
in due by a medic on health and safety g
sections is a brilliant result.

Sam wbso2 Bronze places at the Northern Ireland open Ka

Europe.

Comhairl e na nOg Showcase 2025

Over Easter, TY studeBvan Wemysattended the 2025 Comhairle na nOg
National showcase, where he along with the Waterford Combhairle (Yout
cil) presented the work on mental health campaigning that they had dong
county. Taking place in Dublin Castle, Evan had the opportunity to meet
other comhairle members from around the country to discuss issues aff
young people and how they can be solved. Evan also managed to meet
Roderic O'Gorman and Jerry Buttimer, Minister for Education Norma Fo
and even An Taoiseach Micheal Martin; Networking with them and highl
the need for mental health supports in Waterford.

2NON and 30OMS Wexford HIi s

On the 1st of May, 2NON and 30MS went on an informatuve history

trip to Wexford to learn more about the 1798 rebellion. While there, they

visited Vinegar Hill and the Wexford Heritage Centre. The views from

the top of the hill were gorgeous. The weather was excellent and the sun
____ was shining. The boys had a very memorable and educational experience
learning about the battle and it's impact. A huge thank you to all that
were involved organising the day and also to every student who attended
and represented De La Salle College so positively
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EU Studies Students Achievement s

MEP School Visit: EU Studies students got the amazing opportunity have a visit from MEP Billy

Kelleher. Billy showed great Bthusiasm and engaged in discussing important European issues with studer
All those who attended appreciated the chance to ask insightful questions and participate in discussions C
tal EU topics .

Junior AmbassadorsCongratulations to the following students who were selected as the TY 24/25 Junior
Ambassador for EQtudiesDarragh Hennessy, Ryan Moriarty, Stephen Flynn, Mark Gayeta, Micheal Fingle
ton, Cian Kennedy, Evan Whems,Darragh Kehoe, Eric Voldan, Fionan L&liggolid, Mackepgean Ka-

vanagh andimmy Hanlon. Your hard work and dedication was truly appreciated throughout the year. Well
done.

EPAS Awards CeremonyOur Transition year students represented our school excaflémglyear's

EPAS Students Awards Ceremony. Students presented the outstanding work completed throughout the y
of their EU Studies module. Every student present represented the school with impeccadoie respect
demonstrated the values of our school through their kindness and professionalism.

EU Info Point: Our vibrant EU Info Point showcases the incredible projects created by our talented studen
reflecting their creativity and understanding of European Union initiatives. This display not only highlights 1
innovative work done in the classroom but also provides essential information abdutthedties, goals,

and how it impacts our daily lives.

Inclusivity Week Promotional PostersOur EU Studies students took an active role in helping to promote
this year's De La Salle Inclusivity week. Students created a nwiblsartpfmaginatieosters that help
promote competitions that took place throughout the week. It was a fantastic opportunity for dhedents to
inspired by the inclusive commuuityated in our school.

nclusivity Cookbook:To celebrate EU Day on May 9th, TY students came together to creeligsasity
Cookbook This project showcasagollection of recipes from across Eurdjpe cookbook highlightise
unity, inclusivity, and collaboration created by our students and of the European Union.

wonder f ul achi evement
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Art Department Update

This has been an excitygarfor our Visual Art students, filled with creativity, exploration, and artistic
growth. Throughout the year, students have taken part in a wide range of artist projects and residencies,
offering unique opportunities to develop their skills, collaborate with practicing artists, and express their in
vidual voices.

BLAST: Our incredibly talented 5th year art students in collaboration with the attendance committee and :
in residence Christine O'Brien created stunning artworks proudly disglayedhool canteeithis beauti-

ful collection showcases the creativity, dedication, and skill of our students while adding a vibrant and arti
tic touch to our shared space. It shows our school commitment to fostering a welcoming and inspiring env
ronment.

LCAL GeneraEducation Task: Our LCAL Visual Art students showstlication and an abundaantere-
ativity when completing their Generd Education Task. Sudents effort, commitment and innovation truly
shined through in their stunning artworks.

Audrey Il puppet: Six super talented TY studesgsnonstrated their outstanding creativity and dedication
throughthe creation of a stunnidgidrey Il puppeprop for our school show. The final piece is a testament
to the studentsd hard work, teamwork, and arti ¢
ready to be admired and used again in future productions.

Creative EngagementThis year, Ms Ryar'st year Visual Art students had the unique opportunity to work
alongside an artist in residence engaging in a creative collaboration that led to the creation of stunning 3L
sculptures. Through this harmisexperience, students were able to explore new materials, experiment with
various media, and unleash their imaginafidresprocess nurtured their artistic growth sparking a sense of
wonder and excitement, while gaining valuable insights from a professional artist.

GOMA Connect Project:Our 5th year Art students took part in an exciting two day workshop facilitated by
GOMA gallery. Students had the unique opportunity to collaborate with practising artist Ben Hennessy cre
ing artworks in response to an exhibition they explored on site at GOMA. Students enthusiasm, commitm:
and remarkable creativity shone through in the unique artworks created. Students will proudly get the opg
tunityto exhibit their work in GOMA next year.

School Library Art CompetitionThis year, our art students had the exciting opportunity to participate in a
special art competition for the school library. The competition invited students to explore and interpret
thetheme, allowing them to showcase their creativity and artistic vision. We are proud to have Timothy M
(2nd year) and Tom Guiden (5th year) selastethning pieces to be proudly displayed in the library.

Lasallian Competition 2025Art students from the Hub had the honour of proudly representing our school
at this year's Lasallian Competition 2025 in Castletown. Students shogretubeism, commitment, and
remarkable creativity. Thiece create@minds us that as Lasallians we thrive together, creating a vibrant
community where everyoneods i i mt j L
celebrated. Through inclusion, we discovefgthan
true magic of human connection.

_ == ) -t

O N o C C 1__C
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New B2 Cineg8lta Policy to Prevent and Ad

As part of our whotechool commitment to student wellbeing and safety, De La Salle College Waterford is
proud to announce that our new Bi Cinedlta Policy to prevent and address Bullying Behaviour will come
effect from September 2025.

This policy has been developed in line with national Bi Cinealta procedures and reflects our Lasallian va
kindness, concern and respect. It was formed through a collaborative process involving surveys and focit
groups with students, parents, staff, the Board of Management, and the wider school community.

The policy reinforces a clear message:
Bullying will not be tolerated at De La Salle College Waterford

To support student understanding, a student friendly version of the policy has been created. From
September, it will be available:

T In student journals
T On display around the school
T And online via the school website

We encourage all students to familiarise themselves with the policy and speak up if they or someone the
know is being treated unkindly. Creating a safe and respectful environment is something we all share re:
bility for.

Bi Cinealta - Be Kind
We want our students at De La Salle
College to feel safe and happy

If you think that you are being bullied or
someone else is being bullied, you need
to tell a teacher or another adult that

you trust. They will know what to do to
help

g DEJASALLECOLLEGE

WATERFORD

- Bi Cinedlla

A Parinership Approach - Qi

Ul16 Nati onal Juni or T ¢

Huge congratulations to Hugh Murphy who
made a great achievement over the Easter
Break, he won the U16 National Junior Tennis
Tour 1250 Open that was held in Templeogue.

forwis
SSLEO,
S

TENNIS CLUB

Well done on this achievement Hugh!

All at De La Salle College are very proud of
your dedication and hard work!

We canot wai t to see w
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Comput er Science Awar ds _

On 6th May 2025, ten of our compugeience students participated in inte
views for the inaugur@ETU Computer Science Award. Over the past fe!
weeks, they were shortlisted and they were interviewed at SETU's mai
by three computing lecturers. They represented De La Salle College em

highlighting how polite, confident and professional the studenetsiuring
the interviews. This was a very special occasion for the Computer Sci
partment in our schooBETU then extended invitations to the students, their
parents and members of our school, to attend the 'SETU Computer Science Awards Ceremony', on May
2025 in the auditorium on SETU's main campus. This turned out to be a fantastic occasion for all involve:
The ten shortlisted studemtere Michael Hennigan, Joe Hamer, Hassan Ahmed, Connor Flynn, Callum Mu
cahy, Jimmy Barden, Hashim Arshad, Eddie Nozdrachov, Matthew Mullally and Daven King. It was a tigt
competition but the overall winner was Joe Hamer. He presented a project on the sheep population of Ire
land. We are all so proud of Joe and the other nine boys who represented themselves, the school and th
families extremely well on both occasions. There will be a space on the ‘famous people in computing' wa
the Computer Science lab for you all' Congratulations to you all again.

iR B

Harty Cup 2024/ 2C

Last August De La Salle were drawn in a group of three along with two other Cork teams and our campaign b
with a strong start in an important game on the 16th of October where we Gefelatenlaiste MhuireZs to 1
17. Mark Hartley scoringl4.

In our second group game we continued our good form overcoming Colaiste CholmainZtmey¥34 This
was a brilliant team display from start to finish which meant we had topped our group.

After topping our group and with a bit of wait before our next match the team played some top quality challenc
matchesWe received the short straw in the knockout stages draw where we had to play a preliminary match a
an excellent team to progrésghe preliminary quartéinal on December 4th, we dethroned defending champi-
ons Nenagh CBS with a grittg®to 012 victoryled by Hartley's-00 (8 frees).

Over the next 6 weeks the team trameemely well especially over the Christmas break and a great bond bega
to grow.

This was evident in the quaiffieal which saw us secure a stylkigh & 215 win over CBC Cork on January 13th
with 11 different scorers, including ftom joint captain Adam Regan

Despite our strong run, we fell short in the $iexali on January 22nd, losing to (eventual Harty Cup and All Ire-
land Croke Cup winners) Thurles CES @o 312.

This defeat ended our bid for a long awaited Harty success. However, it was a fantastic year for all involved a
team represented the school with stunning digplskils unity and pride throughout.

The future looks bright going forward with our Dean Ryan and White cup teams performing so brilliantly and it
an exciting time for the school to be back at the top table which is so important goindg-foalardmust be
mentioned abouhe support this team received from this great sdnool senior management, Charles

and Susan, all the teachers and most importantly the students, as a group we are very thankful and it meant &
us as management and to the players.

Welook forward to an even more successful campaign next year. St John Baptiste De La Salle Pray for us,

Live Jesus in our hearts forever.
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BST in De La Salle College

Since its establishment in 2022 Behavioural support has become an intri
vital part of our school environment. Students that are currently with us inge
engage in different programmes and incentives to help support and assis#®
during their time here in De La Salle College. Our goal in BST is for each
that is with us to feel a sense of belonging and acceptance in the school ¢
ment, to support them to achieve their very best despite what obstacles o
they may be experiencing.

journey and they strive to achieve their very best which will evidently ena
to fulfill their own future dreams. BST has had a successful year overall i
Salle College, we look forward to continuing this work into the next academic year. We would like to
wish our students with us the best of luck in their upcoming state exams, we hope they and the wider
school community have an enjoyable Summer break.

This has been successful in ensuring our students continue on their educl

0Great things are done by a series of small th

Pilagrimage to Med)]

On Saturday the 3rd of May in the early morning, a group of students departed Cork

= Airport at 5 a.m. on an Aer Lingus flight to Dubrovnik, Croatia. Among them were

four students from De La Salle Cian Kennedy, Naoise Cooke, Jack Erett, and Jake B

" ry, accompanied by school chaplain Mr. Dooley who travelled as part of the Waterfol

~ ~and Lismore Pilgrimage to Medjugorje. They were joined by nine other students rom
_* two additional schools.

! After arriving in Dubrovnik at 1 p.m., the group continued their journey by bus to Me-
- djugorje in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Thedwegkpilgrimage was centered on prayer,
eflection, and participation in the spiritual life of thiskweWn Marian shrine.

Bishop Alphonsus Cullinan joined the group on Tuesday, offering support and guidance throughout the p
gri mage. Father P. J. Breen celebrated the gr o
attend the 10 a.m. EngHsimguage Masses, where visiting American priests delivered the homilies.

As part of the spiritual journey, the group climbed Apparition Hill, the site where Our Lady is said to have
first appeared to six local visionaries in 1981. They also undertook a barefoot climb of Cross Mountain or
Wednesday afternoon, an experience that held both physical and spiritual significance.

During the week, the students participated in confession, Eucharistic adoration, and various prayer servic
The pilgrimage provided them with an opportunity to deepen their faith, meet others from around the wor
and hear inspiring testimonies from fellow pilgrims.

The journey to Medjugorje left a strong impression on those who attended. It was a busy and meaningful
filled with prayer, community, and personal growth. The pilgrimage offered a valuable chance for the stuc
to connect more deeply with their faith and return home with lasting memories and a renewed spiritual oL
look.
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De La Salle College Choir

Each year, the choir is extremely busy, and this one is no exception. Frc
beginning of this year, its members have been working hard to perfect e i
of their pieces for a variety of competitions, performances and concerts. |

f or med 0A|||e|1/4, mo Sh|§n|aithe0|ylu, Ql_vbl‘_y'day
may speakod and ORide the Chariotd. The choir he
on how well they sang. The students were delighted to perform, and sang remarkably. You're able to wat:
mass on RTE Player anytime.

On the 21st of March, the choir sang at Gary Pc
Church, the folly. Gary was a past pupil of De La Salle and he was heavily involved in the school shows ¢
his time here in De La Salle, as well as after he graduated. Gary had a passion for theatre, especially mu
theatre and he was praised for being an exceptional director and actor.

During May, the choir was travelling all over the country competing in many different competitions.The fir:
of these competitions was the Cork International Choral Festival on the 1st of May. The choir performed
0oBridge Over Troubled Water o6 and oOBh2zosa L§ i &
for their performance of o0Bridge Over Troubl ed
highest score on a given piece.

Following the Cork Choral Festival, the choir travelled to Navan Choral and Instrumental Festival. On the
there, the choir made a stop at the De La Salle Retreat Centre in Castletown, Laois to visit the De La Sall
Brothers. While there, students explored their tranquil grounds and they also gave a performance to the k
ers living there.

I n Navan, the choir competed in three competitd.i
competition and the Post Primary Choir of the Y
sic6 competition They sang ORide the Chariotéo
Music6 competition and they sang ONothind Like
Year competition, the choir performed o0Bridge (

they placed 4th.

The final competition that the choir participated in this year was the AIMS Choral Festival in New Ross. T
choir sang oBridge Over Troubled Waterd and 0Nc
had a fun day.

On the 19th of May the choir participated at the annual Summer Concert. This annual concert gives stude
an opportunity to perform and show off their musical skills and talents. This year, there were many amazi
performances and the concert was a huge success. This concert was Ms. Harrison's last concert as a tea
here at De La Salle before she retired. Brother Ben organised 5 surprise performances for her, inviting fri
and past pupils to perform something for her. At the end of the concert, Brother Ben gave a heartfelt than
you to all of the departing 6th years for all their hard work and dedication they had given to the choir over
years. He wishes them very well in their future, and he hopes they M0 O O — G

back to sing with the choir soon. The € o
years leaving the choir this year mclud‘

o]

Caoilan Walsh, Darragh O'Dempsey,
ny Byrne, Luke O'Farrell and Liam N
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Waterpark RFC Ud®& BkeEaskn to Reemb_er

De La Salle College is proud to celebrate the incredible success of our stude

Burk, Danny Walsh, Liam Walsh, Alex Reddin, John Fingleton, Dennis Baghr

Shane Kavanagh, who played key rol s

The team pulled off a remarkable achievement, finishing the year as Pan MurflaASEAEE

Champions, East Munster League Champions, and East Munster Cup Chaum e —
U16’S CHAMPIONS

Their journey was full of hard work and determination. In the Pan Munster Cu . '
Waterpark staged a dramatic comeback against Clonakilty RFC. They were S

down with just five minutes to go but managed to cross the line twice, the finz¥=—.
coming in the last play of the game. That moment sparked wild celebrations, and it was a proud sighht to see
big thank you to all the supporters, including many from De La Salle, who came out to cheer on the team.

Next came the East Munster League Final, where Waterpark beat Clonm&l ®R&CKabarry. It was a great
game, and credit goes to Clonmel for their effort and to Waterford City RFC for hosting the match.

To top it all off, Waterpark claimed the East Munster Cup with a sténgiBdver Cashel RFC at Carook

Suir RFC. Once again, the team showed focus, teamwork, and heart. There was a great welcome home for t
sqguad at Ballinakill, with celebrations continui
ber for this talented group of players, and weor
portant part in it all.

Well done to everyone involved. The future looks very bright for Waterpark RFC and all the De La Salle stude
who are involved!

Ul4 Hurling

De La Salle College is delighted to celebrate the tremendous success ¢
hurling teams, who wrapped up a busy and rewarding season with a C¢8
nal victory over Blackwater Community College. The final, held in the St
Arena, ended with an impressive scoreline ft8 109 in favour of De La |
Salle, crowning a long and hardworking campaign. :

Training began in the first week of September, and over the course of the season, the players competed in
than 20 matches in addition to two major tournaments. With a panel of 55 players, the school was able to fi
three teams, ensuring that all of our-yiestr students gained valuable match experience throughout the year.

A standout moment came when the team won the prestigious Br. Anselm Tournament, securing victories o
top schools including CBC Cork, ¢rdscoil R2 s, St
thrilling final.

The A squad enjoyed a hugely successful season, finishing the year with two cups to their name. Meanwhil
B squads reached the sénals in their respective competitions, with one of the squads claiming a Shield vict
ry at Midleton CBS, a tournament held in honour of Kacper Kozlowski, a past pupil of the host school.

The success of this yeards campaign was due i n 1
and Rian Byrne, who were outstanding throughout the season, both on and off the field.

This year has laid a strong foundation for the future of hurli
De La Salle College. With such depth of talent and commit
across the year group, the future looks very bright for our y
players.
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l1st & 3rd Year Well being D

Earlier this term, De La Salle College was delighted to offer a series el =«
being Days for our 1st and 3rd Year students. These special days c\" g
i n the welcoming setting of St .p
opportunity to step away from their usual routines and focus on their |
al and spiritual wellbeing.

The aim of the Wellbeing Days was to give students time and space to retlec
on their faith, build resilience, and explore how God can be a source of strength during challenging mome
in life. The programme combined quiet reflection, group activities, personal sharing, and guided discussia
creating a supportive environment where students could think about their values, emotions, and the im-
portance of compassion, forgiveness, and hope.

Throughout the day, students engaged in a variety of activities that encouraged them to look inward and «
sider how they manage stress, deal with disappointment, and stay connected to what gives them peace. |
sions centred around the theme of facing difficulties with faith, showing students that they are not alone ir
their struggles and that turning to God can bring clarity, comfort and direction.

For many, the highlight of the day was the time spent in prayer and meditation, allowing for stillness and |
sonal connection with GAdsomething often hard to find in the busyness of daily life. The peaceful setting c
St . Paul s Parish made the experience even mor e
calm and community.

Staff who accompanied the groups praised the students for their openness, maturity, and willingness to p
pate fully. The students, in turn, appreciated the chance to pause and reflect, and many commented on h
hel pful it was to hear each otherds thoughts ar

These days were not only a time for personal reflection, but also a reminder of the importance of commur
faith, and suppor-pacedand gomeatimes bverywhelming wortd.dThey @lse® hefpedsetn-
force the message that wellbeing is not just physical or emotional, but also agieyupart of each stu-

dent's overall development.

De La Salle College is proud to continue its commitment to the holistic education of its students, ensuring
each young person is supported not just academically, but personally and spiritually as well.

A heartfelt thank you to all those at St. Paul ¢
to the students for embracing the experience so positively.

Ul5 Soccer Te

Well done to the U15 soccer team who bowed out of the Munster
f SemiFinal after a harfibught 21 battle against a very strong CBS Tra-
~ lee. T group showed great commitmantedible hard work, determi-
nation, and skill throughout the campaign.

We coul dndt be prouder of their

And a special shoutout to their Training Top Sponsors, UPMC, for
their support this year.
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Awesome Wal-l seBRlaind Compet it i onpgu® sz

Huge congratulations to Ryan Moriarty, Luca McCann, Jack Redmond, and D
cud who proudly represented De La Salle this year in-tredafidl Awesome Walls
Climbing Competition in Dublin! Theys gave an outstanding performance, showe Wiy i
ing incredible skill and teamwork, and finished an impressive 4th place overall! g@his was'> " _j.'V.
the second time that the group represented the school at this competition. They
also the youngest group to take part in the Senior section so fingers crossed thi

reach the podium next year!

Dean Rvan Hurl

De La Salle College's hurling tradition continues to shine following a hugely
impressive run in the Munster A Dean Ryan Cup this season. Our talented
% U16% team recorded two standout victories over traditional powerhouses
“Thurl es CBS and St. Flannands Col |
« semifinal, which took place in Bansha in November 2024.

In the semfinal, the team faced a tough challenge against Gaelcholaiste Mhuire AG of Cork. Despite a d
mined performance and a tremendous collective effort, De La Salle narrowly lost by just four points in wi
was a harfbught and competitive encounter. The players gave everything on the field and can be incredi
proud of how they represented the college.

This Dean Ryan campaign showcased the depth of talent and dedication within the squad. The commitn
shown by the players throughout the season has laid a strong foundation for the upcoming Harty Cup ca
paign, and there is great anticipation for what lies ahead.

A patrticularly promising sign for the future is that 11 members of this Dean Ryan squad are currently in-
volved with the Waterford Minor Hurling team, which recently reached the Munster Final, narrowly losing
Cork. Their involvement at both school and county level highlights the exceptional standard of hurling be
fostered at De La Salle.

As history has shown, when De La Salle College hurling is going well, Waterford hurling reaps the rewar
The strong link between school and county continues to be a source of pride for players, coaches, and s
porters alike.

We commend the entire Dean Ryan panel and management for their commitment, passion, and skill. Th

Adam Represents | reland in France

De La Salle College is proud to celebrate the achievements of Adam POMS)(3t#ho recently travelled
to France to represent Ireland in UAbésquash. Adam is currently ranked second in Ireland at his age leve
remarkable accomplishment that reflects his dedication, talent, and hard work.

Representing your country on the international stage is no small feat, and Adam has proven himself to be
of I'relandds brightest young squash players.

Everyone at De La Salle is incredibly proud of
tinued progress in the sport. His success is a shining example of what can be achieved through focus an
mination.

Well done, Adam, and best of luck in your future competitions.
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The Hub
It has been a busy and exciting year in the Hub, filled with memorable moments, meaningful connections
a strong sense of community. Hereds a | ook at e

Autism Awareness Day Celebrating Inclusivity WeekWe kicked off Inclusiv-

ity Week with aspecid Autism Awareness Day, where our very own aumnus, Sean

O'Neill, returned to share his inspiring journey of navigating school life with autism.

Seands heartfelt stories and insights |l eft a | &
promoting understanding and empathy within our community.

Retreat for FirstYear StudentOur firstyear students enjoyed a refreshing re-
treat at St. Paul ds. This day was filled with f
ing them a chance to bond and relax in a supportive environment.

TY Adventure Trip to Delphi Transition Year (TY) students had an unforgetta-
ble experience as they traveled to Delphi in Mayo. Over arpactted weekend,

they embraced a variety of water sports andbémadl activities, challenging thegg
selves, building teamwork, and creating memories to last a lifetime.

Cooking Up Skills in the Hub Kitchen The Hub kitchen has been busier tha

ever, with an average of 8 cooking classes per week. Students have been |
wide variety of recipes, giving them the confidence and skills to recreate th
es at home in their own kitchens. !

Third -Year Students: Study and Suppo@ur thirdyear students have been ‘,;i .
hard at work, focusing on their studies. To support them, the Hub has beer_zg8
of activity, providing extra revision sessions and guidance to help them ackl?
best. ‘

Celebrating Chess Succed#d/e are very proud of Stas in 3rd year for his epic
chess performance. His focus, strategy, and sportsmanship have truly impressed us
alii well done, Stas!

Morning UNO Battles The UNO battles have continued every morning in the
Hub, with more and more students joining in on the fun. The numbers attending
are growing steadily, and we welcome any students to join us any morning in B6.

Stepping Up Together- 906 Laps of the ParkThis year, we are proud to share
that together we have walked an incredible 906 laps of the park! A true testament to
our communityds commitment to staying active ar

A Fond Farewell to NoahAs the year comes to a close, we say goodbye to one of

our students, Noah, who will be leaving us this year. Noah will be turning 18 in August and will be starting
with the Brothers of Charity in September. His departure will leave a large void in our little community, an
we wish him all the very best in this new chapter.

A huge thank you to all the students, staff, and alumni who made these events possible. Your enthusiasn
dedication, and willingness to engage have truly made this year in the Hub one to remember.

Stay tuned for more events, opportunities, and stories in the year ahead.



