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A Message From Our Principal 

Christmas message 2022 
 
At the end of  another year in the life of  the college, it is time 
to reflect on the past 12 months and plans for the New Year. 
It’s been an exciting year with many new experiences. The 
words of  our founder are as good a place to start when reflect-
ing on this past year. St. Jean Baptiste De La Salle commenced 
his mission more than 300 years ago and many of  his insights/
teachings are as relevant today as they were then. Consider the 
following as you reflect on how your life is moving forward: 

1. “Example makes a much greater impression than words.” 
2. “Prepare a path for God so He can enter your heart.” 
3. “Be warm hearted to everyone, speaking to others in a gentle and respectful way.” 
4.  “It is impossible to please God if  you do not live on friendly terms with others.” 
5.  “Remembering that God is with you will help and inspire you in all that you do.” 
 
Br. Tim recently passed away. He lived and worked in our college for fifty seven years. 
He lived his life according to the five quotes listed above. He is much loved and fondly 
remembered by us all and if  the above words worked for Br. Tim it will surely work 
for the rest of  us. 
 
Happy Christmas and New Year to everyone associated with the college and your 
loved ones. Remember you are in the holy presence of  God and to live with Jesus in 
our hearts, forever. If  you can do this you are sure to have a very fulfilled and prosper-
ous New Year. May God bless and look after you all. 
 
Mick Walsh  
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The New Building  
 
Our new build was completed ahead of  time with classes commencing in November. The 
Home Economics room and Multimedia room are 
fully open while we wait a bit longer for the Wood 
Technology room to be operational as we wait for 
the furniture and equipment to arrive. We hope to 
be up and running in the new year. A big thanks to 
all who helped to get these badly needed rooms to 
materialise. 
 
New ASD Facilities. 
The School has been awarded funding for our ASD 
classes. The design team have been appointed and 
now work starts to design the new build. 
 
In summary, the project will comprise: 
1 x Home Economics Room 
1 x Music Room 
7 x Pastoral/SET Rooms 
Fitness Suite + Store 
Storage (Admin File Store) 
Student & Staff  Toilets 
Locker Space 
Four Classroom SEN 

The Hub 
 
The Hub continues to play a central role within our school community. The Hub provides a 
safe place in our school for several of  our students who have ASD and co-occurring needs.  It 
is a unique learning environment in the school which helps with curricular needs both inside 
and outside the standard school curriculum.. The Hub in itself  is a community made up of  
students, SNAs and teachers who are creating a safe learning environment.  
 
The students in The Hub have gotten themselves a vegetable patch 
in Wyse Park as part of  a community initiative. They’ve been hard at 
work these past few weeks tidying, planting and fertilising the beds 
to get them ready to plant in January! Next year they’re going to be 
participating in a programme called Grow, Cook, Eat! This is a great 
opportunity for all involved, the students in the Hub are excited to 
get their hands dirty and earn their green thumbs. 
 
Our students in The Hub have done a lot of  work for the school that not many know of. For 
instance many of  the students in The Hub helped with making the sweet bags, promoting the 
show to primary schools and running the shop during many of  our daytime performances. 
They did get some time to relax though and were able to see the show which they loved. 
 
 



Back To The 80s 
 

The long standing tradition of  the De La Salle show has come around twice in one year with 
our newest show “Back to the 80s”! Back to the 80s is a show about everything 80s hip hop, 
girls next door, karate and the lovable nerd looking for his chance to have it all. Told from the 
perspective of  an older Corey reflecting on his teenage years. After watching this great musi-
cal, people were hoping they could cut ‘footloose’ with their friends, that they weren’t giving 
‘love a bad name’ and a lot said they had ‘the time of  their lives’. Back to the 80s was a huge 
success running 5 nights in the college and selling a massive number of  tickets. We as a com-
munity would like to thank all those who supported the show in any way whether it was buy-
ing a ticket or sponsoring the program. 
 
The show created a powerful bond between the performers, the crew and everyone helping 
backstage. The show has generated a lot of  excitement for next year's show which still re-
mains a mystery and point of  debate among many. Of  course none of  this could be done 
without the support of  the Direction of  Vicki Graham, The musical talent of  the Musical Di-
rector Caoimhe O’Connor and the choreography of  Ali Reville. 
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Our students at The Hub were in for a great experience and a lovely night at this year's Water-
ford Panto, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. The Hub has started a tradition of  going to the Panto 
with all the students there. There were also drinks and sweets sponsored by Supervalu for the 
boys. At around 5 o’clock the students came to the school to cook some pizzas then they went 
to the Panto and a great night was had by all.  
 
The Hub held a Monster Raffle in December, with all money raised going 
towards the activities and programmes that run in the hub. As of  this arti-
cle being written the raffle has raised in excess of  €2000. A massive thank 
you to all the businesses that generously donated prizes for this raffle. A 
full list of  sponsors has been included further on in this newsletter. We 
have also received a very kind donation from Walsh and Sheehan Mechani-
cal Services LTD, this will be raffled later in this academic year, we are very 
grateful for this. 
 
As part of  their curriculum the students in The Hub learn important life skills. One of  these 
skills is cooking and this summer a new kitchen was installed courtesy of  Evoke Kitchens Wa-
terford. A big thank you to Evoke Kitchens who kindly donated the fantastic kitchen which 
will be an invaluable resource to the Hub and also to Lynsey Penkert for organising this.   
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Sports  
Athletics  

Two students of our very own college Danny Hagan and Conor Golden competed in the All 
Ireland Schools Combined Event in Athlone on Saturday, November 12th 2022. 
An outstanding performance from Danny earned him 3rd in the Senior Boys category with a 
total score of 2906, while Conor racked up a number of personal bests on his way to a 9th 
place finish in the Inter Boys field - just shy of making the International Team.  
 

It is an amazing achievement for both of our students to compete in these events. They are 
at the top of their field in athletics and we are excited to see them pursue their passion even 
further. We luckily got the chance to ask our runners some questions about why they run, 
what they hope to accomplish and more  
An interview of Conor Golden: 
 

Are there any reasons or inspirations that make you run? 

“I’m driven in Athletics by a few different things. Firstly there’s the thrill that comes from 
competing in competition, there’s the feeling that comes from success that can't be topped, 
and there's also the social aspect of the sport. I’m from a successful athletics family on both 
sides and the success of my parents and relations really inspires me.” 
 

Would you say your Lasallian community and the Lasallian spirit have helped you pursue 
athletics? 
 

“I think the Lasallian spirit of always being positive and sticking to my goals has helped me 
pursue athletics, especially in the times where it was hard and success wasn't always there 
to prop me up.” 
 

Where do you train? 

 “I train at the Waterford Regional Sports Centre and at the SETU Arena.” 
 

What is your training regimen like? 

“I try to train 4/5 times per week, depending on my schedule. Monday, Wednesday and Sat-
urday with Ferrybank AC at the RSC and Friday or Sunday doing a personal gym session.” 
 

What equipment do you use? 

“When I’m training at the RSC, I use starting blocks, and hurdles and that's about all I need 
for my events. Gym work is typically free weights and plyometrics.” 

An interview of Danny Hagan: 

 

Are there any reasons or inspirations that make you run? 

 “I love the fact that you can never achieve the maximum in athletics. There is always a next 
level that you can beat and I am constantly learning new things in order to achieve new per-
sonal bests.” 
 

Would you say your Lasallian community and the Lasallian spirit have helped you pursue 
athletics? 

“The Lasallian community and spirit motivates me when competing for the school. The 
pride that you have when you put on the De la Salle singlet is so different to the regular 
competition. Knowing that you are representing such a strong community is really helpful 
during competitions.” 
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Where do you train? 

“Track sessions - the track at RSC Waterford 

Pole vault - Indoor track in Carlow  
Discus - SETU Carriganore  
Gym - Xtreme Waterford” 
 

Would you like to continue competitive athletics once 
you finish schooling? 

“Yes! I plan on keeping athletics in my life for as long 
as possible. I have a scholarship offer to Goshen Col- 

lege which is in Indiana, America. They have excellent facilities and hopefully they can 
help me qualify for world championships and possibly the Olympics in the future if all 
goes to plan.” 

What do you enjoy about running? 

“I really enjoy the learning experience as I compete and train. You learn so much from 
looking at other athletes too and the community spirit in athletics is amazing. Even 
though athletes are against each other, we always try to give each other tips as it's a very 
personal experience.” 
 

How long have you been doing athletics? 

“I started athletics when I was about 5. It was always a bonus for the other sports I 
played such as Gaelic, hurling and football but when I was about 15 I started to take it 
seriously. Athletics is the only sport I do now.” 
 

Would you recommend it to others and why? 

“I would definitely recommend athletics to anyone no matter what your level of fitness 
is. There are so many events to suit different levels and it is a sport where hard work and 
dedication beats talent.” 
 

How has running affected your life? 

“Athletics has opened up so many opportunities for me and has allowed me to progress 
to America for college. I have met so many inspirational people through athletics and it 
has forced me to become a better person overall.” 
 

What competitions have you participated in recently? 

“I competed in 3 decathlons during the summer.  
    

 Home international featuring England, Scotland and Ireland where I placed 6th  
     (Belfast) 

 All Ireland championships placing 4th (Tullamore) 

 Scottish champs where I placed 5th (Dundee) 

  

For the school multi events, I competed in the All Ireland schools pentathlon where I 
placed 3rd (Athlone).” 
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Chris Kenny - Boxing  
 
Chris Kenny, in LCA1, recently won the Dublin champion-
ships in the 80kg division. Chris trains in the Crumlin Boxing 
Club, where Conor McGregor occasionally drops in to talk 
to the young boxers. In the recent competition, Chris was the 
smallest in his division and was delighted to win. Chris trav-
els to Dublin for 3 hour training sessions nearly everyday. He 
does a 5km run before school each morning. His spare time 
is completely devoted to boxing. His eventual goal is a gold 
medal in The World Championships. Soon after Christmas, 
Chris will be competing in the All Irelands. He is also looking 
forward to a sparring and training session with Dennis 
McCann, an English professional boxer. We wish Chris all 
the very best in the All Irelands.  

Ronan Whelan  
 

Ronan ran on behalf  of  St Vincent 
De Paul, Waterford to raise money 
for the charity. He successfully com-
pleted his first half  marathon in 1 
hour 32 minutes! He has raised over 
€1,060 in total. Not only did he run 
the half  marathon but also brought 
awareness to people by running the 
21km for St Vincent De Paul.  

Basketball 
 
A huge well done to the under 16 and under 19 
basketball squads who competed in the Midlands 
School’s Basketball league. The under 19’s were un-
lucky not to qualify for playoffs however the under 
16’s narrowly lost out to Ballymahon in the semi 
final. Both teams represented the school admirably 
and were a pleasure to be involved with.  
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Harty Cup 2023 
 

With a panel of  40 De La Salle College began training in September.  Their first game was v 
Nenagh CBS in Cashel on the 12th of  October.  Nenagh started the brighter team and they 
went into a 6 point lead after a nervous start. It took 50 minutes before De La Salle got to 
grips with the Tipperary school. Rory Wymberry got a very important goal to get us back 
into the game . There was a frantic finish with both sides exchanging points before Nenagh 
equalised in injury time to leave the game 1:18 De La Salle College to 2: 15 for Nenagh 
CBS.  

The second round saw De La Salle College pitted against Gaelcholáiste Mhuire an Mhain-
istir Thuaigh. The old North Mon school brought a physicality that was matched and bet-
tered by De La Salle College.  The game ended as a competition with 10 minutes to go with 
the dismissal of  ‘The Mons’ right half  forward and we won on a score line of  1:17, to Gael-
choláiste’s 1:08.  

On the 16th of  November we played our last game against a fancied CBC Cork side who 
were littered with ex Cork minors who won the All Ireland 2 yrs. ago. De La Salle College 
required just a draw to advance or else it would come down to scoring difference. We start-
ed very slow again going behind 1:03 to no score after 5 minutes. But this side has had a 
very tough campaign and showed tremendous resolve to claw their way back into the game 
going down 1:08; to 0:08 at half  time. Word from Nenagh’s game was‘they were winning 
well’ so nothing less than a draw would do. The game was going De La Salle Colleges way 
and Aaron O’ Neill scored his 4th point from mid field to push us in front.  Another goal 
went in for CBC and De  La Salle College had to dig deep 
again.  So with 30 seconds to go and the exit door open Colm 
Hartley landed a free in and around the square. The defence cleared 
it. The ball was heading out over the line and the ref  had his whistle 
in his mouth. A CBC player  kept the ball in play and Donnacha 
Fitzpatrick picked the ball and pumped it back into the CBC 
square.  There was a scramble and super sub Robbie Doherty made 
a one handed pull and sent the ball through the keeper’s legs to send De La Salle College 
into the last 8 of  the prestigious Dr. Harty Cup. We await the draw and look forward to our 
quarter final on Wednesday the 11th of  January. The hunt for the Harty Cup continues and 
everyone is looking forward to the new year. For now, training continues,  and the players 
are committed to bring glory back to the College for the first time since 2008. 



 
Soccer  

 
Congratulations to our students who were part of  the Munster side who claimed the FAI 
Schools Interprovincial title over the weekend. Dara Kavanagh, Calum Flynn and Mikey 
Carroll each played huge roles in the province earning the prize for the first time since 
2012, when Dessie Hutchinson, Gavin O'Donovan and Patrick Fitzgerald represented our 
school. Well done also to Romeo Akachukwu and Adam Queally who were named in the 
side but couldn't play over the weekend.  

 
Page 8 De La Salle College Christmas 2022 Newsletter 

Huge congratulations to 3rd Year student Mo Oladiti who has been 
included in the Irish Under-15 squad for a UEFA Development Tour 
in Croatia this week. Mo, always a polite presence inside and outside 
the classroom, rose through the ranks at Southend United FC before 
becoming a part of  the Shamrock Rovers youth set up. 
 
We are delighted to have another three of  our students representing 
their country's football team this year, with Romeo Akachukwu, Jason 
Healy and Adam Queally all donning green for the Irish Under 16s. 
Romeo, a 5th Year student, was also selected to appear in the Water-
ford FC squad for their league tie against Galway in March. 

Biology Trip to Lismore 
 
This year our Sixth Years went on a biology 
trip to the Tower Woodlands in Lismore. 
The boys were doing their ecology practical 
on this beautiful, breath-taking and in-
formative outing! A great time was had by 
all.  
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Irish Science Teachers      
Association Senior Sci-

ence Quiz 
 

Three sixth year students Liam Cotter, Pat-
rick Doyle and Eoghan Murphy came sec-
ond in the regional final of  the Irish Sci-
ence Teachers’ Association Senior Science 
Quiz in November which qualified them 
for the National Final in Trinity College 
Dublin on December 3rd  2022. 
 
They performed strongly amidst tough 
competition and did themselves and the 
school proud on the day.  

 

 
Young Comic Book Writers 

 
The young  Waterford comic book writers ,Tadgh and Ned Hawkins as well as Darragh 
Hogan love to create superhero stories and put them on the pages. They have appeared on 
the Ray Darcy Show talking about their comics and their process. They have been lucky 
enough to enter their comics into competitions and even get some stuff  published.  They 
have been to many Suircons’ and have even sold out of  their stock. They have also ap-
peared Dublin Comic Con for two days and enjoyed the experience. They sell their comics 
in the book centre and hope to expand National as a soon as possible.  
 
Their most popular character ‘Warlock’ is all drawn by Ned and as a group they create their 
characters arcs. There are already three issues of  ‘Warlock’ out with the fourth coming af-
ter Christmas with a new character following soon after. Called Stellarenterprises you can 
get more information on their Instagram and their website.  
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 Future Star Isaac Gunnip  
There are some hidden gems inside of  De La Salle Col-
lege and one of  them is Isaac Gunnip in 1OMS. He has 
been in some ads for Aldi, Supervalu, Bank Of  Ireland 
and more. He loves the camera and it loves him back. 
More recently he was in the movie Disenchanted. We 
were lucky enough for him to write a little bit about his 
time filming and what it was like to shoot a movie during 
the Covid-19 Pandemic.      
 
“I was in the new Disney movie “Disenchanted” that 
came out in November of  2022. I started filming my sce-
ne early last year when I was in 5th class. I was going up 
to Dublin with my Granny, Mam and Dad for a whole 
month. It was all during the Covid-19 pandemic so I was 
testing daily. We stayed in hotels a lot and I had my very 
own trailer if  I wanted to stay there. Two days I spent try-
ing on costumes so they could see what suited me and my 
character. I think I was only filming for a day at Pow-
erscourt Waterfall Co. Wicklow. I really enjoyed the expe-
rience but my favourite part was filming. My character 
didn’t have a name, but in the credits it was “Fairytale Vil-
lager Boy” and in my scene I had to push a rock down on 
top of  a dangerous dragon in a cave. I think they had to 
re-film parts of  the movie but my scene was perfect for 
the Director, Adam Shankman.”   
 - Isaac Gunnip     

School Canteen Returns  
 

The canteen has returned to De la Salle this 
school year, after 2 long years where it was 
used as 3 classrooms, with its return comes 
a new lunch menu, which many students 
are thankful for. The canteen is now serv-
ing loads of  delicious foods to hundreds of  
junior & senior cycle students. The canteen 
now has a bunch of  seating for everyone 
allowing the students to finally eat inside 
again. Students pack into the hall every 
lunch break, after the long trouble brought 
by Covid-19 restrictions and get to enjoy 
their break. We are also excited to have the 
study hall return in January.  
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Debating  
Inside of  the school we have a senior debate team run by 
Ms C. Dunne. Inside the team there are many hardworking 
dedicated students who have a passion for debating. Their 
meetings take place from 8:30-9:00 a.m. which all students 
involved are present on time and willing to work. Endless 
amounts of  work goes into getting ready for the debates, 
they work on gathering research and collecting the infor-
mation to ensure they win their argument. The students 
are picking up lifelong skills and confidence by taking part 
in the competitions. Their latest debate was on the 13th of  
December against Gorey Community College where the 
students opposed the motion “HIV and AIDS in the glob-
al south is the ‘forgotten pandemic’”. It was all to play on 
the floor of  the chamber as the students discussed their 
topic.       

Diversity Group 

The Diversity Club works to promote harmony and 
respect for ethnic and cultural differences and to cre-
ate a safe school environment by campaigning against 
prejudice, bias, bullying, and hate. It also serves to 
celebrate the many cultures that are in our school. 
Activities include outreach efforts to community 
groups and organisations that will help advance the 
organisation's cause. This is a new group, any student 
who is interested in taking part please see Ms. Walsh 
or Ms Flynn. 

Belong Group 

De La Salle Belong group strives to maintain a drop-
in and online resource centre that offers a supportive 
social and academic environment for lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender and queer students at De La Salle 
College. Belong is committed to fostering a safe envi-
ronment in the surrounding community so that 
LGBTQA+ students can thrive at school and in the 
local area community. Belong is organised and facili-
tated by Ms E Walsh and Ms Conway, meetings take 
place at an agreed time in the college parlour located 
on the B floor. Call into Ms Walsh or Ms Conway to 
get involved and for updates on events, meetings, and 
news in the LGBTQ community in De La Salle Col-
lege. 



Chess Club 
 
The Chess Club has unfortunately been unable 
to proceed with many events over the past two 
school years because of  the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Recently the club has become more active, play-
ing a challenge against St. Angela’s in the library 
on the 27th October, with great performance by 
the players.  
 
The chess club has had a busy first term, with an 
especially busy Tuesday lunch slot, with many 
new members joining the club. 
 
There have been other challenge games organ-
ised after the new year and we hope to see a re-
turn to face to face competitions 
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Young SVP 
Every year inside of  the school a Young Saint Vin-
cent De Paul Committee is formed and this year 
was no exception. Organized by Debbie O’Hal-
loran for the students. Quickly a committee was 
elected and they began to get to work. With meet-
ings held once a week they plan fun activities and 
bucket collections for the members to partake in, 
expect many different events organized by the 
committee throughout the school year. The com-
mittee is planning a Teacher Vs Student soccer 
match for students to watch and raise money for 
SVP after the holidays, costing €2 per ticket. They 
have also participated in many bucket collections in 
aid of  SVP.  

Computer Club  
The computer club has returned after a long hiatus. The idea of  bringing back the computer 
club was brought around by Dylan Cullen Kirwan in TY2. It has been reformed and is su-
pervised by Dylan in TY and Br. William.  
 
It commenced in mid-November with a large number of  members and an excellent turnout 
on the first day. People are enjoying it as they can complete their homework and get projects 
they have due during the two hours after school on Thursdays. There are spaces available. 
All are very welcome to join! 



Games club 
 
The games club has returned after a long break. There is a great amount of  pupils attending 
the games club during their lunch, they enjoy playing the games such as, Guess Who, Opera-
tion and Discover Ireland  that were donated by people in the school community and also 
outside of  the school community. We would like to thank students and staff  for helping bring 
back the games club during the 1st - 3rd years lunch and for giving up their time to help out 
with it.  

Senior Cycle students have had the opportunity to attend Lunch time careers talks organized 
by Ms Martin & Ms Murphy on areas including Business, Finance, Sports, Exercise & Manage-
ment. More lunch time guest speakers from UL, WCFE, and in areas including Apprentice-
ships & Computing are scheduled for January! Ms J. Martin, Ms M. Walsh & Ms S. Murphy 
brought a group of students, including our JCSP and LCA students, across 2nd, 3rd and 6th 
year to the ETB Training Centre during College Awareness week for an extremely interesting 
tour of the huge range of apprenticeships on offer & the leading edge facilities available to ap-
prentices in Waterford! 

 

College Awareness Week 
 
College Awareness Week took place between the 
21st-25th of November in De la Salle College. It is 
a national campaign which aims to promote the 
benefits of going to college, to help students of all 
ages to become college ready. There was a busy 
term in the Guidance department, with our 6th 
years completing their CAO applications & attend-
ing SETU & WCFE's Open Days! 

CAO Timetable of Events 
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Christmas Decorations 

District Christmas Card 
Congratulations to Sherwan Almohamad, the 
3rd Year’s design has been selected by the Dis-
trict Young Lasallian Council as one of  the 3 
Christmas card designs this year, among the 233 
entries. This is a well deserved victory, showing 
the fruits of  his hard work and talent for art. 
Well done! 

 

Upcycled tree created by Jun-
ior Cycle students. 

 

Crib on the B floor set up by TYs . 

 
Congratulations to the winners of  the 
Christmas Poster Design Competition: 
1st. Kyle Birkus 2nd. David Phillip and 
joint 3rd. Patrick George and Bryan 
Ntumngia. 

The School Community in festive spirits. 



Choir 
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After a long wait the De La Salle choir is finally back!  
 
Due to the recent pandemic the school choir were unable to perform at concerts and 
competitions for the last two years but now are faced with a very busy Christmas schedule. 
 
It was great to have our annual Christmas concert back up and running with students 
from all years performing. We had a range of  performances from singing to duets to in-
strumentalists and even some improvisation!  

The school choir has been busy with their vari-
ous performances over the past few weeks. The 
choir performed at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, St. 
Martin’s Special School and The Carols by Can-
dlelight at the Sacred Heart Church.  
 
 

 
The choir concluded their year with the 
annual Christmas Carol Service for the 
school. The boys showed a high stand-
ard of  singing with many talented solo-
ists most notably the First year soloists 
(Rajiv Das, Luke Brown and Ryan Fo-
ley) who sang “O Holy Night” at their 
first Carol Service.  
 
The Carol Service concluded with our 
sixth year performers who sang “Feed 
the World” and “The Boar’s Head Car-
ol” sung by Patrick Doyle, Ivan Kiely, 
Rohit Das and Oliver Harris. It was a 
truly outstanding moment with all sing-
ers singing in harmony, accompanied by 
our talented choir band. 
 
When the choir returns in the new year 
we will be preparing for more competi-
tions and concerts in the hope of  bring-
ing some silverware home.  



A Year In TY  

 

The TY’s have had a number of  trips and days that 
focus on the outside aspects of  traditional educa-
tion.  
The TY’s first trip this year was the Ballyhass Intro-
duction Trip. All six of  the TY groups headed off  
to Mallow in County Cork to break the ice and they 
participated in some of  the best activities, archery, 
zipline, aqua fun and climbing. The TY’s and Teach-
ers got pizza, hot chocolate and coffee afterwards 
to warm up from the cold and tried to stay dry.  

Page 16 

 

De La Salle College Christmas 2022 Newsletter 

 Overnight Soccer 
 

We were delighted to have our overnight soccer on the 
10th and 17th of  November, with the eight First Year 
classes coming together to enjoy some sport, food and 
friendship for a truly valuable cause. The first match 
kicked off  at 9.30pm, with the winners crowned at 
7.30am on the button. The event has always been a high-
light for incoming pupils and we were thrilled to be in a 
position to host it again following the depths of  the pan-
demic. We'd like to thank the students who, in addition 
to raising money, were impeccably behaved over the two 
nights. Staff, past and present, lent their time and sup-
port to the initiative, as did a number of  fantastic TY 
students - although they did make some dodgy refereeing 
decisions into the early hours! Last but not least, we'd 
like to thank Br. Tommy, the driving force behind the 
event since 1988. Tommy's energy levels on the night 
matches the students' and the support he offers everyone 
within our school community on a daily basis is immeas-
urable. 
 
As a result of  our Overnight Soccer Fundraiser, we're 
delighted to have raised a total of  €8330.58 for an ex-
tremely worthy cause. The funds will go towards a girls 
dormitory for one hundred girls and three classrooms in 
Butema, Uganda. Thanks a million to all of  our 1st Years 
who raised money for the event, with 1HD taking in the 
most and earning three nights off  homework this week! 
A huge thank you again to the 1st Years, staff  and our 
TYs and LCAs who helped out both weeks. A special 
word of  thanks to Br. Tommy too, for his determination 
to bring back this fantastic event. 
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Mosque & Synagogue Trip 
 
TY’s went to a Mosque & Synagogue to learn about the Jewish and Islamic faiths, lat-
er then they went to Dundrum shopping centre for a couple of  hours. 

Dundrum On Ice 
 
Dundrum on ice was a fun trip where all the good TY students travelled up to 
Dundrum, went ice skating and did some Christmas shopping afterwards.  
Many students enjoyed the day, elegantly gliding along the ice while others stum-
bled and  fell! Needless to say, it was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

 

 
 

Ritual Trip 
 

Our students from TY5 planned a ritual trip as 
part of  their module and went away to Mount 
Mellary to participate in their activity. 
 
Planning the day was easy for some and other 
more difficult taking on leadership roles. Fun 
was had as well as developing friendships   
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TY Buddies 
 
At the end of  last year the then 3rd years got 
the option to do a training day to become a 
“TY Buddy”. The idea of  the TY buddies was 
to help the incoming first years and assist them 
with their everyday life inside of  De La Salle. 
 
This included skills such as organisation and 
making friends. It was a fun experience for all 
involved and a great way to improve their lead-
ership and mentoring skills. It was an over-
whelming success and could very well continue 
in the future.  

Workshops 
  

They’ve also had many different workshops 
including a law workshop with James Fahey 
where they looked at the Irish legal system 
and got the insides of  what it's like to be a 
barrister for their future careers. 
 
They also had a matrix workshop with Mal-
com Rowe which was made by past TY’s 
around the country and taught them all 
about how to get ready for 5th year and the 
difference it will be from the Junior Cycle. 
Inside this workshop they also talked about 
more sensitive topics and learned how to 
deal with certain issues. 

 
Everyday Life 
  
Inside their everyday learning they have classes like Relationship & Sexuality, Road Safety, 
Leadership and Career Guidance. In these classes they look at unique topics and these 
benefit their mental health and prepare them for the future. 
 
The TY program also offers courses like Safepass, Pool Lifeguard and Barista. The pro-
gram also gives you the opportunity to complete your Gaisce and John Paul 2 award. 
There are many other activities you can get involved in including Young SVP, Student 
Council, the De La Salle school show. They look forward to the second half  of  their TY 
program.  
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Lasallian Leaders 
 
On the 11th of  October eight TY buddies headed 
up to Castletown to do Lasallian Leaders training 
course where they learned to be more active listen-
ers and a better Lasallians for the future. They were 
joined by other school to complete their training, 
they got to know each other and what life was like 
inside of  their schools.  

Waterford College Of Further Education  
 

This year our TY students got to participate in a pilot 
programme   made available by WCFE (Waterford Col-
lege of Further Education). The boys got to do a wide 
range of courses at WCFE such as Computing skills, art, 
security systems, beauty therapy, sound engineering 
along with health and fitness. The programme served as 
a great experience for TYs to get further experience in 
the field. 
They got to experience what a day in college was like and 
had many sample courses to improve their knowledge of 
their future courses.  

Green Schools  
 

TY4 participated in a Green-Schools com-
munity litter pick competition. The students 
went through Johnstown, Ballytruckle, The 
Folly, John’s River and Poleberry. Well done 
to all the students involved.. Mr. Tallon, Ms. 
Ryan, Mr. O’Neill and Ms. Harrington wish 
to thank everyone who took part in litter and 
environmental initiatives.  
 

 
 
 
Ed Whelan and Lennon Sheridan represented the 
college at an event in the Mayor’s Parlour, City Hall.  
The college received a certificate of  participation for 
a community litter pick competition. The event was 
organized by Waterford Council, Waterford Chamber 
and Tom Murphy Volkswagen. 



Eulogy of Brother Timothy O’Shea  

By Brother Tommy 

A huge welcome was given to all Br. Tim’s extended family, his 
neighbours and friends who have travelled near and far.  A spe-
cial welcome was given to all of  Br. Tim’s Lasallian family, and 
all his associates at De La Salle College, along with De La Salle 
GAA Club, and the many true friends of  Br. Tim. Teresa, Br. 
Martin and all the staff  and community of  Miguel House who 
have loved and cared for Br. Timothy over the last five months 
were also welcomed in a special way. 

Pat O’Shea was born on 25/02/1931 the third born of  seven 
children to Jeremiah and Brigid O’Shea. Pat attended the local 
primary school in Lauragh, Tuosist, Co Kerry. Brother Peadar 
Lynch the De La Salle recruiter visited Lauragh primary school 
and spoke with the senior students about the life of  a brother 
and Pat put his name forward that he was interested in joining the Order. Pat’s master was 
a former trainee of  the De La Salle Teacher Training College Waterford and probably en-
couraged Pat to join. 

Br. Peadar visited Pat and his family and it was arranged that Pat would go to the De La 
Salle juniorate in Castletown in September 1944. Receiving the habit in 1946 Pat O’Shea 
would be known as Br. Timothy for the rest of  his life. Three years in Castletown and Br. 
Tim moved to De la Salle Waterford and completed his primary teaching degree. One of  

his first postings was St. Declan’s in Waterford which he 
loved and was involved in all sports, he won the prestigious 
Waterford Corporation Scholarship Award with his stu-
dents which he was very proud of.   

In 1958 Tim was transferred  to East London in South Af-
rica, he often spoke about his three weeks journey from 
Southampton to Cape Town and on to Port Elizabeth and 
finally reaching East London. He wasn’t too happy with the 
change to the “Dark Continent” as he often referred to it 
and this was borne out in his story about a local teacher 
who met him by the pool one day shortly after arriving 
there. She nicely attacked him and said. “You are the new 
brother here....we are not perfect...you are stuck here with 
us.....get rid of  the long face....get stuck in and you will en-
joy it here.” Tim says she rattled him, he took her advice 
and they became brilliant friends and they wrote lengthy 
letters to each other for years until her death. Tim said that 
the return leg home by boat from South Africa was a carni-
val. I never found out what he meant. 
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In East London Tim taught various subjects 
and excelled at taking rugby, where some of  
his squad players reached state and national 
level. He loved swimming and accompanied 
students to swimming galas and won awards. 
His great love and passion was Cricket which 
he managed and on several occasions was 
sought out to umpire important local rivalries 
and call it properly. Tim often mentioned the 
terms like “silly-mid-on, the night-watch-man, 
duck, paddle and the edge.” It must be some 
game of  Cricket.  

On returning to Ireland in 1964 Tim was post-
ed to De La Salle College Waterford to be-
come Bursar, looking after all the finances of  the College. Tim knew every boarder, their 
backgrounds, their financial situations, everything possible was provided for them, especial-
ly good food, to make their lives in DLS as perfect as possible. Some boarders that fell into 
financial difficulties were quietly catered for and lacked for nothing.  Tim looked after the 
Teachers, especially the newly appointed teachers. He would sit them down, get them regis-
tered with the Dept of  Education, discuss their taxes, help with accommodation where nec-
essary and advance them money to survive away from home until their first pay cheques ar-
rived and reimburse Br. Tim.  All teachers appreciated his fatherly approach and care and 
felt they could approach him about anything.  

The college could not survive without a dedicated, loyal and committed Ancillary staff  and 
Tim made sure that the secretaries, the care-takers, the cooks and all the domestic staff  
were genuinely looked after while they worked in the college, signs on many gave thirty, for-
ty and even fifty years dedicated service to De La Salle College, certainly a mark of  respect 
to Br. Timothy. He even brought in two different orders of  Sisters to make sure standards 
were upheld at all times. Christmas was a special time for Br Tim to show his great respect 
for the ancillary staff  by giving them a wonderful party and a little present and a financial 
bonus where possible.  

Tim looked after the College Archives and loved when families called in or rang about their 
relatives who were trained in the De La Salle Teacher Training College from 1890 onwards 
or were former boarders or students here from 1949 to the present day. Tim would love the 
challenge, find the information, produce the evidence and forwarded the lot with an accom-
panying hand written letter and photo at no expense. Many appreciative letters were written 
to acknowledge the information received and the extent to which Br. Tim had gone.   

Tim was very involved with the past pupils especially the 49’s and had numerous meetings 
with them for various initiatives in the College down through the years. He lost count of  
the number of  Year Group reunions that he attended and the first name on the invites 
would be Br. Timothy. Tim really appreciated the loyalty and contribution of  the past pupils 
over the years towards the college. 
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 There was a programme on TV called “Jim will Fix it” in the case of  the college it was 
“Tim will Fix it” he was armed with a phase tester, a hammer, a pinchers, various screw-
drivers, a biscuit box of  screws, nails, washers and bolts, no job was too big, electricity was 
his speciality and he loved repairing door locks, fixing them and recycling them for the 
next door. That made him happy. He claimed he never broke a key.  

During his fifty-eight years in the college Br. Tim oversaw or supervised the building of  
the College Sports hall in 1974 when schools had no halls. That hall has served the College 
and many outside groups up to the present day. He saw the conversion of  the dormitories 
into classrooms on the top two floors when the boarding finished. The D floor was added 
to the extension and all the outside science laboratories were revamped. One of  his great-
est achievements was purchasing Roches Street from the Waterford Corporation and turn-
ing it into the present car park for the College. Tim said it was the only night he sang with 
gusto “The Rose Of  Tralee” when he heard the corporation had signed and handed the 
property over to the college.  

Tim and others ran the College Tuck Shop for years selling sweets, minerals, crisps, ice-
creams, text books, uniforms and even cigarettes until they were outlawed in schools. All 
the profits from the Tuck Show were pumped back into the College and used for repairs, 
games, and extra curricular activities and managers and team trainers lacked nothing, what-
ever was needed was provided. The Tuck Shop was extremely generous to our Lasallian 
Projects and other needy causes.  

Tim was extremely happy when the College excelled at sports and extracurricular activities 
and cherished wins in all sports especially in soccer, basketball, the College choir, athletics, 
Gaelic football, tennis, the school show etc but I think pride of  place was reserved for the 
winning of  the Harty Cup in hurling and the All-Ireland in 2007 and 2008. After years of  
pain and near misses to finally win it was really special for Tim and the entire college. Tim 
really cherished and celebrated those Harty wins. We hope they can win a few more of  
them in the future. 

 

 
Page 22 De La Salle College Christmas 2022 Newsletter 



Tim was a very proud Kerry man and his office was decorated with past Kerry glories in 
football and a framed Sigerson Clifford’s poem “I am Kerry” adored his office wall. He 
loved Kenmare and was delighted to have visited it on a few occasions and actually visit-
ed the old homestead which brought back many great memories. He spoke passionately 
about his trips to Dallas, New York, London to visit his family there and I had the pleas-
ure to bring him to Dunmanway and to Clondalkin to visit his family there. Family was 
so important to Tim and he kept in touch through visits while he was able to then letters, 
phone calls, texts, Christmas cards and zoom calls.  To see his sister Agnes and speak 
with her through zoom was a special treat for him. Tim was extremely proud of  his fami-
ly and loved to see them visit. 

Tim was a pleasure to live with, he led by example, a real community man, full of  life and 
energy. He would do anything for the community. A brilliant religious, faithful to prayer 
man,  he loved to recite the rosary, the daily office, and attend Mass. In later years when 
he couldn’t walk over to St Benildus for Mass he arranged for staff  members to bring 
him over and the parishioners were fighting over him as to who would be allowed to 
bring him back. His little booklet on the Stations of  the Cross was well worn from con-
stant use. In his final years life became his prayer and prayer became his life. I have to say 
it was an absolute honour and pleasure to have known and lived with Br. Timothy and I 
had the pleasure to look after his needs directly over the last two years. His passing has 
left a huge void in all our lives.  

I would like to thank Teresa and Br. Martin in Miguel, to Fr. Joe, Dr. Robbie Butler, the 
nurses, the care staff, the ancillary staff  and the community in Miguel for their care and 
love shown to Br. Timothy over the last five months in Miguel House. Tim remarked to 
me one day “It’s like Heaven.” Also our sincere thanks to all in Portlaoise Hospital, to 
the consultants, the doctors, the nurses, the care staff  and palliative care staff  who 
looked after Tim in his final hours we shall be forever grateful to them.  ̀

We thank everyone for being present here to-
day, those who have travelled from near and 
far for this requiem Mass and those who have 
joined us on line. We thank everyone for their 
support and words of  sympathy in person 
and on various platforms.  I hope that when 
the dust settles we can create a lasting 
memory in De La Salle College of  the Legacy 
that Br. Timothy (Pat) O’Shea has left us.  

God bless Br. Timothy (Pat), thank you for 
everything. Safe home we shall certainly meet 
again.  

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.  
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Brother Tim as Br. Tommy’s sponsor at 
his final Profession in 1992. 



 

A Word of Thanks 

On Behalf  of  all the students and staff  in De La Salle Waterford we’d like to wish all our 
Lasallian brothers and sisters abroad a very merry Christmas and a happy new year. Let 
our Lasallian spirit of  charity and kindness shine through this Christmas season into the 
new year. May you follow the shining example of  St. Jean Baptiste de La Salle and the 

many wonderful members of  our Lasallian community.  
 

Praesis Ut Prosis 
Lead in order to Serve 

 

The Student Council would like to sincerely thank you for taking the time to read this 

newsletter. As we draw to a close, we would like to wish you all a wonderful Christmas, 

and a happy and healthy New Year! 

 

This newsletter was compiled by Darragh O’Dempsey, Caoilan Walsh, Dylan 

Cullen & Michael Hennigan in TY 

 Reflection From Br William 
 

In My religion classes I have been sharing three core ideas that are important to me. They are: 
‘The sacrament of the present moment; the presence of God and Our hearts are restless until 
they rest in God’. The students in my classes know these three ideas off by heart, because I ask 
them daily what the three ideas are. These ideas can also be used as a mantra. A mantra is saying 
something over and over again many times until you reach a state of relaxation, peace and an 
awareness of a higher being. Being aware of the sacrament of the present moment is not easy and 
it takes time and effort. We are constantly bombarded with a stream of distractions and we need 
to slow down to savour the present and the now. Being aware of the sacrament of the present 
moment is the first step in slowing down and experiencing the present. What you are doing right 
now is the most important. The second is the presence of God. Whether you believe or not God 
exists and even those who do not believe would like to. God is always present but we often for-
get. 
 
Finally, our hearts are restless until they rest in God. No matter 
what we do we will always be longing and yearning until our hearts 
rest in God. Sometimes we have to travel long and difficult paths to 
find this out. The challenge for us at this time of year is to remem-
ber God becoming man and the love and hope offered to all those 
open to accepting the gifts offered by a caring loving God. 










